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CALL FOR AUTHORS 
Philippines 2028  |  Sectoral Deep Dives 
A Macroeconomic and Industrial Policy Papers Compilation 

FES Philippines is seeking five authors — one per sectoral 
track — to each contribute a chapter to a macroeconomic 
and industrial policy papers compilation.  

Background and Purpose 

The Philippines faces a defining policy moment, and 
part of that story is sectoral: which industries the 

country builds deliberately over the next several years 
will shape its growth trajectory as much as its 
macroeconomic settings do. This paper looks at five 
such sectors — not as governance or transition themes, 
but as industrial and investment sectors in their own 
right, each assessed on the same terms: current state of 
play, growth potential, binding constraints, and concrete 
policy direction. 

The Five Tracks 

Code Track (1 author each) Indicative scope 

BLUE Blue economy planning Maritime and coastal resource planning, fisheries, 
shipping and ports, marine spatial planning, blue-
economy financing 

BROWN Infrastructure master 
planning 

National flood-control master planning and the national 
railways master plan, as anchors for a broader national 
infrastructure-sequencing argument 

GOLD Cybersecurity, e-government, 
and the digital economy 

Digital public infrastructure, e-government service 
delivery, cybersecurity policy and institutions, and the 
digital economy as an industrial sector 

YELLOW Agro-processing industry Value-chain upgrading from raw agricultural production 
to processed goods, agro-industrial competitiveness, 
and related trade and investment policy 

GREEN Renewable energy industry Renewables as an industrial and investment sector 
(manufacturing, supply chains, jobs), distinct from 
energy-security or just-transition framing 

Each track is open to one author. Applicants may express interest in more than one track in order of preference, but 
will be assigned to a single track if selected.  
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What We Are Looking For 

Each chapter should be: 

 Policy-oriented, not purely academic — speaking to 
decision-makers and informed citizens, with 
findings that translate directly into actionable 
recommendations. 

 Honest about trade-offs — acknowledging what is 
politically difficult, fiscally constrained, or 
administratively complex, with implementation 
pathways realistic about those constraints. 

 Grounded in evidence but not data-dependent — 
drawing on existing data, literature, and the 
author's own sector expertise and judgment; large-
scale primary data collection is not expected. 

 Actionable at the medium-term horizon — oriented 
toward what is achievable within a standard 
administrative term (roughly 2026 to 2028), 
situated within a longer strategic frame. 

 Written to a shared set of macroeconomic 
assumptions (growth, inflation, fiscal, and 

demographic baselines) that will be issued to all 
five authors once selected, so the five chapters 
remain comparable and mutually consistent. 

Engagement Terms 

 Part-time, alongside authors' other professional 
commitments — this is not a full-time 
secondment 

 Approximately 40 hours in a span of 3 months, 
from mid-August to early November 2026 

 Deliverable date: Final integrated paper due the 
first week of November 2026 (target: 6 
November) 

Because the engagement is part-time, the timeline 
below allows roughly six weeks of active drafting time 
for the first chapter draft. Selected authors should agree 
on a realistic weekly time commitment at kickoff, and 
are expected to flag early if the part-time allocation risks 
a milestone. 

 

Timeline 

Phase Dates (2026) Milestone 

Call open By 17 July Open call published 

Submission deadline 31 July Concept notes due from open-call and invited applicants 

Authors confirmed 7 August Five authors selected, one per track; scope note and 
shared macro assumptions issued 

Research & first draft 10 Aug – 2 Oct Each author produces a full first-draft chapter (part-time, 
~8 weeks) 

Review, round 1 5–16 Oct FES reviews all five chapters; feedback returned to 
authors 

Revision & alignment 19–27 Oct Authors revise 

Final proofing & 
packaging 

28–30 Oct Copyedit, formatting, executive brief, and presentation 
deck finalized 

Final integrated paper 
delivered 

By 6 November Complete manuscript, executive brief, and deck 
submitted 
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Expected Outputs 

Each commissioned paper is expected to produce: 

 Strategic Policy Paper (8–10 pages) A 
focused, well-structured analysis of a specific 
policy issue, covering: the current state of play 
and key challenges; the policy options 
available, with their respective trade-offs; 
implementation considerations including 
institutional, fiscal, and political feasibility; and 
a clear set of strategic recommendations. 

 Executive Brief (1 page) A concise, plain-
language summary of the paper's key findings 
and recommendations, suitable for senior 
decision-makers and leadership-level briefings. 
It must include:  
 the key challenge being addressed; 
 three to five priority recommendations; 
 expected impact; and 
 major implementation risks and 

constraints. 

 Presentation Deck A slide-based visual 
summary for use in policy discussions, public 
briefings, or stakeholder workshops. 

Authors may also be invited to present and discuss their 
findings in policy roundtables. 

Standards and Independence 

Papers are commissioned as independent research. 
Authors retain full analytical autonomy and are 
responsible for the accuracy, rigor, and integrity of their 
work. The findings and recommendations of each paper 
will be attributed to their authors, not to the 
commissioning initiative. Papers will be published in full 
and made publicly accessible. 

Authors are encouraged to declare any potential 
conflicts of interest in their submissions. 

Budget and Author Fee 

This is an honorarium-based engagement, not a market-
rate consultancy. The fee is intended to recognize the 
contribution of a part-time, 3-month chapter 
engagement within a foundation-funded research 
initiative, in line with standard development-sector 
honorarium practice — it is not benchmarked to 
commercial consulting day rates. 

Fee range: PHP 60,000–80,000 per author, per chapter 

The exact amount within this range will depend on the 
applicant's seniority and demonstrated expertise, and 
will be confirmed directly with shortlisted applicants 
before final selection. Tracks requiring more specialized 
technical expertise (BLACK and GREEN in particular) are 
more likely to be placed toward the upper end of the 
range. 

Scope and Method 

Given the budget and timeline, the work should rely 
primarily on: 

 Systematic desk research and rapid policy 
review 

 Synthesis of existing empirical literature, 
government data, and international 
comparative evidence 

 A small number of targeted expert 
consultations or interviews where needed 

 The research team's own analytical judgment 
and sector expertise 

The initiative is not designed to support large-scale 
surveys, extensive fieldwork, econometric modeling, or 
primary data collection exercises. Authors should scope 
their proposals accordingly. 
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Who Should Apply 
 
This call is open to: 

 Economists and public policy specialists with 
relevant sector expertise 

 Academic researchers with relevant expertise 

 Think tanks and independent policy institutes 

 Development practitioners with sector-specific 
expertise (e.g., maritime policy, infrastructure 
planning, digital governance, agribusiness, energy) 

This is an open call, published for general applications; 
a number of qualified individuals and organizations are 
also being directly and separately invited to apply for 
specific tracks. Direct invitation does not guarantee 
selection — invited candidates go through the same 
evaluation process as open applicants. 

Evaluation Criteria 

Applications will be assessed on: 

 Demonstrated expertise in the specific track 
applied for 

 Relevance and timeliness of the proposed angle to 
Philippine industrial and development priorities 

 Clarity, focus, and policy-orientation of the 
proposed approach 

 Quality of previous work, including the writing 
sample submitted 

 Availability and fit with the part-time, 3-month 
engagement window and the fixed 6 November 
delivery date 

How to Apply 

Applicants should submit: 

 A short concept note (1–2 pages) describing the proposed approach to their chosen track, 
including how it would engage with the indicative scope above 

 A brief note on availability and confirmation of ability to meet the engagement terms 
and timeline 

 Curriculum vitae 

 At least one relevant writing sample or previous policy work 

Applicants may apply for one track only, or indicate up to two tracks in order of preference. 

Submit to: info.ph@fes.de  

Subject line: Philippines 2028 Sectoral Deep Dives — Author Application [Track Code] 

Deadline: 31 July 2026 
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